NOTES OF JUSTICE AND PEACE MEETING    
On Monday 18th September 2023  
Meeting 177
Present:     Anne Elson, Jenny Armstrong Jonathan Holden, Diana O’Reilly, Anna Godwin 
Apologies:  Lynda Gould and Clemency Jarvis 
We started with the Span prayer and reflected on the reading for the 25th Sunday in Ordinary time 
Matthew 20 1-16 
Matters arising 
Re the Saturday Friendship Group. Royce has now written to all those who donate to the SFG to let them know that the project is now finished.  
CAFOD’s ‘giant letters’ have now been sent to CAFOD HQ for them to forward – there were around 50 signatures from SP and OL.   
The film ‘The letter’ was shown at Warwick by their J and P group.  Jonathan was not over impressed with it and thought it was aimed more at young people and tended to state the obvious re the climate change issue.   Others apparently thought it very effective, but we decided not to pursue at the moment. 

Prayer Intention for October
To carry on with the theme of Creation (Season of Creation 1st September to 4th October)  
‘We pray that we will work to do what we can in Your creation – inspire us to continue our efforts to make changes in our lifestyles, by living more simply, sustainably and in solidarity with the poor’
Jonathan to work on a prayer intention for November for those working to bring food and sustenance to those in need locally –via the food bank etc. 
Jonathan to put in newsletter – Lynda on the notice board. 
Review of the year 2022/23 
We looked through the review and made comments and suggestions.
Poverty and Homelessness   -    We noted that the SFG has closed leaving a gap in provision for homeless people .      The new charity ‘New Chapters’ which will offer rehab to addicts is still trying to find accommodation – having lost a house at the last moment.  SPAN are helping with some funding.  It is hoped that the council might offer some help re accommodation. 
Anne mentioned that Pastimes which is now registered as a ‘Community Hub’ has had several new visitors and this is encouraging. 


Stations of the Cross
The stations that we ran this year (CAFOD’s Powerpoint presentation)  were not very successful – we felt they were not very engaging and did not bring in any fresh people.  They were run in the hall due to the lack of heat in the church.    However the Stations we ran for several years previously – where we used recent events and issues to highlight at each station were very powerful but a great deal of work and difficulty in getting permission to print those with copyright.    It was suggested that we think of putting up the old stations which in a lot of cases are still relevant. To review this after Christmas in time for Lent.  
Cards for Prisoners of conscience – a successful venture but could do with more helpers as it is difficult to talk to so many people at once. Diana felt that the Postcards were a good idea – easy to edit and cheaper to post (although postage has gone up again).  Can repeat in the Easter season.  
Live Simply – Ecofest stall was successful and worked well with CAFOD having a display and getting signatures for the seeds campaign.    The Display for the Season of creation was held at OL and SP recently.    Jonathan and Anne suggested leaving it up for the whole of the Season at SP and would decide where to put the boards this week.   Bidding prayers are being included in the Sunday masses by Father Stephen. 
CAFOD – the next event is Harvest Fast Day on 6th October and Ann A is doing a soup lunch on 20th October at SP.   There will be a short talk after mass on the previous weekend (30th Sep/1st Oct) and speakers are wanted to give it.   
CAFOD World gifts catalogue will be arriving in the next month and we can help promote these. 
Any Other Business 
Jonathan is to update the J and P website on the Catholic Leamington site. 
We finished with a prayer remembering all those who are affected by the recent disasters in Libya and Morocco. 
Next meeting   16th October in the Church Hall   7.30 pm.   


